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Bowes suggests that a quick method for estimating the value
of a series of anecdotes is to check those in harmony with
major educational values being sought with a plus, and con-
trary ones with a minus.7 Smith and Tyler8 suggest objec-
tives in producing abbreviated record forms. Although in-
tended for use with secondary school pupils, the same pro-
cedures are adaptable to elementary school use. If teachers
who are working as a group compile a list of the immediate
educational objectives being sought, it may be used to in-
terpret the anecdotes of each pupil and the general progress
of the group.
Anecdotes are helpful in making clear to a pupil his
strengths and difficulties when the teacher, his mother, and
he confer about his progress. Diaries kept by upper elemen-
tary pupils may be used to develop appreciation of family
life, like the stories of what the family does which are told
by younger children; at the same time they reveal a child's
understanding of his family, his favorite activities, his social
responsiveness, and his needs. The teacher may use the diary
as background information for her guidance. As part of a
pupil's cumulative record, the diary may show his ability to
organize his thoughts, to draw conclusions, and to communi-
cate them through written expression.
OBJECTIVE TESTS HAVE TEACHING VALUE
Objective test questions have a teaching value if the pupil
looks upon them as one of the tools for study. In their vari-
ous forms, i.e., true-false, multiple choice, and matching, they
may be part of daily as well as summary experiences. For
example: In primary groups one to three problem-solving
questions may be used frequently to see if children are think-
ing and gaining ability to apply what they are learning.
Groups of questions used for upper elementary pupils should
* Ibid,, p. 433.
* Eugene Smith and. Ralph Tyler, Appraising and Recording Student Prog-
ress, pp. 467-468.